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THE  WORLD  CALENDA 


IN  the  economic,  social  and  religious  fields  there  is  a  growing  realization  of  the 
inadequacy  of  our  present  calendar,  because  of  its  annoying  irregularities  and 
confusing  changes.  People  who  must  constantly  deal  with  accurate  calculations, 
important  engagements  and  future-looking  planning  find  these  things  complicated  by 
the  use  of  a  clumsy  and  antiquated  calendar. 

To  the  average  citizen,  accustomed  as  he  is  to  the  familiar  Gregorian  year,  the 
awkwardness  of  the  irregular  and  changeable  calendar  is  not  always  immediately 
apparent.  However,  with  the  development  of  an  industrial  age  with  the  resultant 
increase  in  social,  educational  and  community  activity,  and  with  the  closer  inter- 
communication between  nations,  it  becomes  increasingly  clear  that  our  inconvenient 
and  wandering  calendar  brings  real  and  unnecessary  hardships.  There  is  also  a  wide 
demand  among  churchmen  for  a  fixed  date  for  Easter  in  a  stabilized  calendar. 

The  inequalities  of  the  quarter  and  half-year  divisions  and  the  annual  differences 
between  the  weekday  arrangement  of  the  same  months  are  matters  which  call  for 
adjustment.  In  a  world  which  must  guide  itself  increasingly  by  accurate  comparisons, 
our  present  calendar  is  unnecessarily  difficult  and  inefficient.  We  find  upon  investiga- 
tion that  our  erratic  calendar  is  the  cause  of  errors  which,  in  sum  total,  are  costly 
and  unnecessary.  These  errors  and  inconsistencies  of  the  calendar  draw  upon  man's 
time,  effort,  labor  and  even  money,  which  might  be  better  applied  to  more  worthwhile 
purposes. 

The  object  of  calendar  reform  is  to  remove  needless  complications  and  to  simplify 
and  stabilize  our  time-system,  so  that  it  will  adequately  meet  our  modern  conditions. 
The  reform  must  respond  impartially  to  the  needs  of  industry,  government,  agricul- 
ture, science,  social  life,  education,  religion,  and  all  other  phases  of  activity.  No  part 
of  our  human  existence  is  free  of  the  calendar — we  are  inexorably  bound  by  it. 

All  this  has  long  been  the  subject  of  international  conference  and  study.  It  is  now 
generally  agreed  that  the  most  satisfactoi-y  and  simple  plan  of  revision  is  that  known 
as  The  World  Calendar.  This  proposal  rearranges  the  length  of  the  familiar  12 
months,  equalizes  the  quarters  and  makes  the  calendar  perpetual,  every  year  the  same. 
Equalization  of  the  quarters  is  accomplished  by  giving  the  first  month  of  every  quar- 
ter 31  days  and  each  of  the  remaining  two  months  30  days.  Thus  the  12-month  year 
has  four  months  of  31  days  and  eight  months  of  30  days.  Every  month  has  exactly 
26  weekdays;  every  quarter  begins  on  Sunday  and  ends  with  Saturday;  and  every 
year  begins  with  Sunday,  January  1.  Symmetry,  balance,  order,  and  stability  are 
achieved  without  any  difficult  transitional  changes. 

To  conform  to  the  necessary  365  days  in  ordinary  years  and  366  in  leap  years, 
vitally  essential  if  this  new  calendar  is  to  harmonize  with  the  solar  year  and  its  four 
seasons,  The  World  Calendar  adds  Year-End  Day  as  an  extra  Saturday  at  the  end  of 
every  year  after  the  completion  of  the  fourth  quarter,  and  Leap-Year  Day,  another 
extra  Saturday  in  leap  years  only,  after  the  completed  second  quarter  at  the  end  of 
June.   It  is  recommended  that  these  days  be  observed  as  international  holidays. 

To  put  calendar  reform  into  actual  operation,  it  is  obvious  that  some  kind  of  an 
international  agreement  must  be  secured.  No  single  nation  can  act  alone.  Through 
the  international  agency  of  the  League  of  Nations,  the  subject  has  received  extensive 
and  careful  study,  and  in  1931  an  international  conference  was  held  at  which  44 
nations  were  officially  represented.  From  this  beginning,  a  rapidly  growing  movement 
has  emerged.  Fourteen  governments,  the  more  important  of  which  include  China, 
Turkey,  Brazil,  Chile,  Peru,  Greece,  Hungary,  Mexico,  Norway  and  Spain,  have  indi- 
cated their  willingness  to  accept  The  World  Calendar. 
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Rational   Calendar   Association. 

PROGRESS  REPORT.         -J?  4 

=&// 

Since  the  publication  of  our  booklet  "  Dates  and  Days  " 
in  the  summer  of  1933  notable  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
work  of  arousing  public  interest  in  Calendar  Reform  in  all 
the  principal  Christian  countries. 

In  this  country  many  responsible  organisations  have  given 
serious  consideration  to  the  question  and  while  there  has  long 
been  a  general  recognition  of  the  desirability  of  stabilising 
Easter,  it  is  gradually  being  realised  that  Easter  cannot  be 
isolated  from  the  calendar  as  a  whole. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  effective  movement  for  reform 
was  initiated  many  years  ago  by  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  which,  through  its  then  president,  Lord  Desborough, 
fathered  the  Easter  Act  passed  by  Parliament  in  1928.  It  was 
the  view  of  the  London  Chamber  that  reform  must  come  by 
two  stages  and  that  when  the  stabilisation  of  the  movable  feasts 
was  an  accomplished  fact,  the  next  stage  of  reform,  (on  the  lines 
advocated  since  1932  by  the  Rational  Calendar  Association)' 
could  be  proceeded  with.  Unfortunately  for  the  hopes  of  its 
sponsors,  however,  the  Easter  Act  has  never  been  operative, 
and  there  now  seems  little  likelihood  of  its  ever  being  so.  In 
the  House  of  Commons  on  December  20th,  1934  the  Home 
Secretary  stated  in  reply  to  a  question: 

"  H.M.  Government,  after  carefully  and  sympathetically 
considering  the  matter  in  all  its  aspects,  has  decided,  in 
view  of  the  difficulty  of  securing  international  agreement, 
to  take  no  further  action  at  the  present  time  to  bring  into 
operation  the  Easter  Act  of  1928." 

This  statement  thinly  disguises  the  fact  that  the  Holy  See 
has  withheld  its  assent,  and  as  the  other  Christian  Churches 
(and  the  British  Government)  have  always  insisted  that  there 
must  be  general  agreement  among  the  Churches,  the  non- 
agreement  of  the  Roman  Church  is  an  effective  bar  to  Easter 
Reform. 

The  view  of  the  Rational  Calendar  Association,  supported 
by  inquiries  it  has  made  in  authoritative  quarters,  is  that  the 
correct  interpretation  of  the  Holy  See's  attitude  is  somewhat  as 
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CLARIFYING  CALENDAR  REFORM 

By  Elisabeth  Achelis 


LOOKING  backward  over  twenty-three  years  of  active  work  to  improve  the  cal- 
endar, I  take  much  satisfaction  from  the  progress  made  since  1930.  From 
a  small  beginning  the  cause  today  has  a  steady  world-wide  following  with  com- 
mittees, affiliates  and  cooperating  organizations  in  almost  every  country  of  the  world. 
And  this  has  been  achieved  in  the  face  of  disappointments,  opposition  and  the  kind 
of  delays  which  all  too  often  beset  worth-while  reforms. 

It  is  increasingly  recognized  that  from  the  economic  and  practical  viewpoints 
the  new  calendar  will  bring  enduring  benefits  to  peoples  everywhere.  Much  has  been 
written  and  said  along  these  lines;  however,  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  another  aspect 
not  sufficiently  expressed  or  understood — the  spiritual  significance  inherent  in  the 
balanced,  orderly  and  harmonious  calendar  of  twelve  months  and  equal  quarters. 

Time  is  an  irresistible  moving  force  that  affects  the  life  of  every  human 
being.  It  is  expressed  and  recorded  in  the  calendar.  The  ideal  calendar,  toward 
which  man  has  been  striving  since  the  dawn  of  civilization,  must  necessarily  be  based 
on  astronomical  law  which  means  it  transcends  national  boundaries,  racial  differences 
and  religious  sectarianism.  It  must  recognize  not  only  the  natural  laws  which  direct 
the  movements  of  sun,  moon  and  stars,  but  also  the  cosmic  laws  of  harmony,  order, 
balance  and  equality  so  inspiringly  exemplified  in  the  celestial  universe.  The  calendar 
must  be  universal  and  impersonal  in  its  adaptability  to  all  peoples  and  nations. 

The  present  Gregorian  calendar,  although  it  bears  the  name  of  a  Christian  Pope, 
has  gradually  been  accepted  by  practically  all  nations  in  their  contacts  with  the 
outside  world.  Its  adoption  by  non-Christian  countries  is  strong  evidence  that  it  is 
regarded  as  a  scientific,  secular  system  of  time-measurement.  The  Gregorian  reform 
was  essentially  an  astronomical  adjustment  by  which  the  calendar  was  brought  into 
agreement  with  the  seasons. 

]t/I     r 

I  w  I  \  own  keen  interest  in  the  revision  of  the  calendar  came  in  1929  while  I  was 
-L  ▼  JL  spending  part  of  my  summer  at  the  Lake  Placid  Club  in  the  Adirondack 
Mountains.  One  morning  I  saw  an  announcement  of  a  lecture  on  "How  to  Simplify 
Life"  by  Dr.  Melvil  Dewey,  the  eminent  president  and  founder  of  the  Club.  He  was 
an  advocate  of  simplified  spelling,  the  metric  system  and  calendar  reform. 

Dr.  Dewey's  discussion  of  the  calendar  was  convincing  on  the  complicated  and 
unnecessary  irregularities  of  our  present  time-system.  He  explained  how  we  are 
actually  using  fourteen  different  kinds  of  calendar  years  and  twenty-eight  different 
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Elisabeth  Achelis 


At  both  the  1956  political  conventions  it  was  significant  to 
note  that  the  presidential  candidates  recognized  the  impor- 
tance and  need  of  change.  Change  is  a  prerequisite  to  growth, 
progress  and  bettering  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

President  Eisenhower  believes  in  the  future  of  America, 
that  policies  should  be  designed  to  stand  the  tests  of  tomor- 
row. He  declares  that  change  based  on  principle  is  progress 
and  change  without  principle  can  become  chaos. 

Adlai  Stevenson  devoutly  believes  that  Americans  are  stand- 
ing on  the  threshold  of  a  new  America — America  of  the  great 
ideals  and  noble  visions  which  are  the  stuff  of  which  our 
future  must  be  made.  He  further  states  that  change  is  the  law 
of  life  and  to  ignore  it  in  political  parties,  no  less  than  in 
individuals,  is  at  their  peril. 

These  arc  stirring  words  for  every  American  to  heed  and 
to  follow,  irrespective  of  political  differences.  Forward  look- 
ing change  is  basic  to  the  principle  of  democracy  in  our  great 
republic  as  laid  down  by  our  forefathers. 

In  keeping  faith  with  these  noble  words  how  has  America 
acted  in  the  past  and  are  we  free  and  ready  to  launch  forth 
upon  this  program  for  progressive  change?  Unhappily  we 
find  that  a  formidable  obstruction  lies  directly  in  the  path. 

AN  UNFORTUNATE  ACT 

America  disregarded  a  much  needed  and  desirable  change 
—calendar  change — in  her  incredible  reply  to  the  United 
Nations.  "The  United  States  Government  does  not  favor  any 
action  by  the  United  Nations  to  revise  the  present  calendar." 
The  reply  was  wholly  un-American  in  principle,  wholly  un- 
forseen  in  its  reactionary  tenor.  Not  only  did  our  government 
refuse  calendar  reform  but  it  disallowed  free  argument  and 
debate  on  a  world-wide  subject  before  an  international  forum, 
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PERPETUAL    CALENDAR 

identical  for  every  year,  retaining  the  division  of  the  year  into  12  months, 
according  to  a  plan   adopted  by  the  Swiss  Committee  for  Calendar  Reform. 
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June 
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The  first  and  third  quarter  have  91  days  each;  the  second  quarter  has  91  days  in  ordinary 
years  and  92  days  in  leap-years;  the  fourth  quarter  has  always  92  days. 

The  last  day  of  the  year,  called  Yearday  or  Silvester,  December  31,  is  placed  between 
Saturday,  December  30,  and  Sunday,  January  1.  Likewise,  in  leap-years,  Leapday  is  dated 
June  31,  following  Saturday,  June  30,  and  preceding  Sunday,  July  1. 

Each  year,  as  well  as  each  quarter,  begins  on  a  Sunday.  The  first  month  of  each  quarter 
has  5  Sundays,  the  second  and  the  third  have  4  Sundays  each. 

Each  month  contains  26  weekdays,  excepting  December,  and  June  in  leap-years,  these  two 
months  having  27  weekdays.  (As  Christmas  falls  on  Monday,  December  25,  there  are  only 
6  working-days  left  in  that  week  with  the  Christian  peoples). 

Three  following  years  have  365  days,  and  the  fourth,  being  a  leap-year,  has  366.  The  years 
2100,  2200,  2300,  2500,  etc.,  as  with  the  Gregorian  Calendar,  will  not  be  leap-years. 

The  new  Perpetual  Calendar  should  begin  on  January  1,  1939,  because  that  year,  according 
with  the  present  calendar,  will  begin  with  a  Sunday.  This  will  not  happen  afterwards  before  1950. 

The  fixing  of  Easter  and  the  other  movable  festivals  of  the  Christean  Churches  —  which 
is  greatly  desired  by  various  quarters  —  is  a  matter  concerning  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  in 
the  first  place.  It  is  most  desirable  that  the  fixing  of  Easter  should  be  simultaneous  with 
Calendar  Reform. 


Zurich,  March  26,  1936. 

Jenatschstrasse  4 


Prof.  Dr.  E.  M  arch  and 
E.  Hofmeister 
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SCHEMA  DU  CALENDRIER  PERPETUEL 

pour   toujours  iminuable,   les   12  mois  etant  conserves,   et  conforme   au 
projet  auquel  s'est  rallie  le  Contile  sidssc  pour  la  rcforme  du  calendrier. 
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Le  premier  et  le  troisieme  trimestre  ont  toujours  chacun  91  jours.  Le  deuxieme  trimestre 
a  91  jours  les  annees  ordinaires  et  92  jours  les  annees  bissextiles.  Le  quatrieme  trimestre  a 
toujours  92  jours.  Le  dernier  jour  de  l'annee,  Sylvestre  le  31  decembre,  suit  le  samedi  30  decembre 
et  precede  le  dimanche  ler  Janvier.  De  meme,  dans  les  annees  bissextiles,  le  jour  bissextil,  le 
31  juin,  suit  le  samedi  30  juin  et  precede  le  dimanche  ler  juillet. 

Chaque  annee,  de  meme  que  chaque  trimestre,  commence  par  un  dimanche.  Le  premier  mois 
de  chaque  trimestre  a  5  dimanches,  le  deuxieme  et  le  troisieme  mois  en  ont  4. 

Chaque  mois  a  26  jours  ouvrables,  a  l'exception  de  decembre  —  et  de  juin  dans  les  annees 
bissextiles  —  qui  ont  27  jours  ouvrables.  (Dans  les  pays  Chretiens,  le  lundi  25  decembre,  le  jour 
de  Noel,  est  ferie,  de  telle  sorte  que  la  derniere  semaine  de  l'annee  ne  contient,  comme  les  autres 
semaines,  que  6  jours  ouvrables). 

Trois  annees  de  365  jours  sont  suivies  d'une  annee  bissextile  de  366  jours.  Dans  le  calendrier 
perpetuel  comme  dans  le  calendrier  gregorien,  les  annees  2100,  2200,  2300,  2500,  etc.  ne  seront 
pas  des  annees  bissextiles. 

Le  calendrier  perpetuel  devrait  etre  introduit  le  ler  Janvier  1939,  lejourdeTan  etant,  cette 
annee-la,  un  dimanche,  sinon  il  faudrait  attendre  jusqu'en  1950. 

La  stabilisation  de  la  fete  de  Paques  et  des  autres  fetes  qui  en  dependent  dans  l'eglise 
chretienne  —  stabilisation  qui  de  plusieurs  cotes  a  ete  declaree  particulierement  desirable  — 
est  en  premier  lieu  du  ressort  des  autorites  ecclesiastiques.  II  serait  indique  de  faire  coi'neider 
la  stabilisation  de  la  fete  de  Paques  avec  l'iutroduction  du  calendrier  perpetuel. 


Zurich,  le  26  mars  1936. 

Jenatschstrasse  4 


Prof.  Dr.  E.  March  and 
E.  Hofmeister 

President  et  vice-president  du  Comite  suisse 
pour  la  reforme  du  calendrier. 
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ISRAEL'S  CALENDAR  CONFUSIONS 


(As  Seen  from  Jerusalem) 


By  Sulamith   Rogoff 


WORKABLE  WORLD  UNITY 


(Brotherhood  Week) 


By  Elisabeth  Achelis 


THE  WORLD  CALENDAR  ASSOCIATION,  INC. 
630  Fifth  Avenue  New  York  City 
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CALENDAR  REFORM 
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These  Prominent  Americans, 
Among  Many  World  Leaders, 
Endorse  The  World  Calendar... 

GERARD  SWOPE,  General  Electric 
Company,—!  think  that  it  has  great  ad- 
vantage from  a  manufacturing,  business, 
governmental  and  accounting  stand- 
point, as  well  as  private  and  personal 
viewpoints,  so  I  heartily  endorse  The 
World  Calendar. 

ROBERT  A.  MILLIKAN,  California 
Institute  of  Technology,— I  have  always 
been  an  advocate  of  calendar  reform  .  .  . 
more  power  to  your  efforts. 

CARRIE  CHAPMAN  CATT.  Lecturer 
and  Advocate  of  Women's  Rights,— I 

believe  in  all  your  ideas  about  the  cal- 
endar. 

JULIUS  F.  STONE,  Industrialist,-] 

am  sincerely  interested  in  the  success 
The  World  Calendar. 

JOHN  KIERAN,  Columnist,  -  Its 
neat  calendar,  backed  bv  manv  per- 
sons   of    wide   learning   and    hisrh 
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"Our  stability  is  but  balance" — 

Robert  Bridges. 


RATIONAL  CALENDAR  ASSOCIATION  OF  CANADA 
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DATES  &  DAYS 

Why  Our  Calendar  Needs 
Reforming 
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THIS    IS    A    MODEL 
TWELVEMONTH    CALENDAR 

(see  also  Chapter   VI) 
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...a  new  calendar 
for  a  new  world 


M. 


LAN  is  about  to  improve  his  calendar  once  more. 

Did  you  know  that: 

The  present  calendar  has  been  in  use  in  the  English-speaking 
countries  for  less  than  200  years,  and  in  some  other  countries  for  less 
than  20  years,  but  man  has  been  using — and  improving — his  calen- 
dars for  nearly  9,000  years/ 

Now  another  great  improvement  in  the  calendar  is  at  hand. 
Since  the  present  calendar  was  adopted,  the  world's  tempo  and  mood 
have  changed.  The  face  of  our  world  has  changed.  Our  lives,  our 
habits,  and  our  needs,  have  changed.  Civilization  is  devoted  to  the 
ideal  of  progress,  the  effort  to  make  life  simpler  and  better  for  all 
people.  Mankind  strives  toward  a  balanced,  tranquil  society.  To 
adapt  the  calendar  to  that  ideal  is  a  logical  move  for  progress. 

The  calendar  reckoned  according  to  the  sun  is  the  oldest  cul- 
tural institution  in  the  world,  and  as  such  deserves  reverence.  But  its 
present  arrangement  includes  several  annoying  eccentricities  that 
one  cannot  with  reason  condone.  The  new  World  Calendar  of  equal 
quarters  and  1 2  equable  months,  a  sturdy  young  successor,  easy  to 
adopt,  is  ready.  As  man  goes  about  the  business  of  building  the 
most  livable,  the  most  civilized  possible  society,  it  would  be  folly  to 
ignore  the  need  for  a  new  and  improved  calendar.  There  is  so  much 
to  be  gained,  at  so  little  cost! 

What  needs  to  be  changed  ? 

The  present  Gregorian  calendar  was  the  first  calendar  to  be  con- 
structed in  conformance  with  complete  knowledge  of  the  true  length 
of  the  solar  year — the  time  it  takes  the  earth  to  complete  the  four 
seasons.    It  took  many  thousands  of  years  before  mankind  attained 
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THE     CALENDAR 


TWO  ASPECTS  OF  REFORM 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  TIMES 


• 


Sir, — In  the  debate  on  the  Calendar  in 
the  House  of  Lords  on  March  4  I  rejoiced 
to  hear  so  powerful  a  voice  as  that  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  lifted  in  sup- 
port of  the  plea  that  the  Government 
should  give  a  definite  recommendation  to 
the  League  of  Nations  Committee  which 
is  to  reconsider  the  question  of  calendar 
reform  this  autumn. 

The  case  for  reform  has  long  been 
prejudiced  by  the  fact  that,  of  the  two 
schemes  selected  by  the  League  Committee 
for  final  consideration,  the  plan  for  divid- 
ing the  year  into  13  months  (including  a 
new  month  called  "Sol"  to  be  inserted 
between  June  and  July)  has  till  lately 
received  the  greater  publicity.  Most 
people,  however,  will  agree  with  Lord 
Feversham,  who,  in  replying  for  the 
Government,  quoted  from  the  report  of 
the  unofficial  Committee  on  Calendar 
Reform  (1931)  the  conclusion  that  a 
13-month  calendar  was  "  definitely  repug- 
nant to  British  feeling." 

The  alternative  scheme,  which,  by  a 
slight  rearrangement  of  the  days  of  our 
present  calendar  and  by  treating  one  day 
in  the  year  as  a  day  apart,  would  establish 
a  perpetual  year  of  four  equal  quarters, 
is  favoured  by  a  substantial  body  of  re- 
sponsible opinion  not  only  in  this  country 
and  the  United  States  but  in  many  other 
Christian  countries  throughout  the  world. 

It  would  appear  that  the  active  opposi- 
tion to  reform  which  was  mentioned  in 
the  reply  of  the  Government  was  really 
opposition  to  the  13-month  scheme,  and 
that  the  allegations  of  public  apathy  on 
the  question,  although  true  of  1931,  when 
the  Burnham  Committee  of  Inquiry  re- 
ported, are  much  less  true  to-day.  Such 
a  subject  as  this  cannot,  of  course,  be 
expected  to  excite  the  passionate  interest 
of  the  general  public,  but  it  is  a  fact  that 
many  responsible  bodies,  beginning  with 
the  International  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
which  has  repeatedly  pressed  for  action, 
and  including  in  this  country  many  lead- 
ing chambers  of  commerce,  the  National 
Chamber  of  Trade,  and  the  Trades  Union 


Congress,  have  passed  resolutions  in 
favour  of  a  moderate  scheme  of  reform 
It  is  within  my  knowledge  that  many  of 
these  resolutions  have  been  forwarded  to 
the  Home  Office,  though  they  appear  not 
to  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of 
Lord  Feversham  before  the  debate. 

It  is  satisfactory  that  the  Government 
have  promised  that  the  question  will  have 
the  most  sympathetic  and  serious  con- 
sideration of  their  representatives  at 
Geneva  when  the  relevant  committee  con- 
siders the  matter  this  autumn.  The  uni- 
versal desire  in  this  country  for  a  stabilized 
Easter  has  been  expressed  by  the  passing 
through  both  Houses  of  the  Easter  Act 
of  1928,  but  pending  the  general  assent  of 
all  the  Christian  communions,  which  is 
plainly  an  essential  preliminary,  that  Act 
has  never  been  put  into  operation  by  the 
Order  in  Council  required.  The  move- 
ment for  a  general  reform  of  the  calendar 
has  recently  developed  so  widely  that  the 
two  aspects  of  reform  have  now  become 
inseparable.  In  a  fixed  calendar,  of  course, 
the  date  of  Easter  would  be  stabilized  not 
only  on  a  particular  Sunday  but  also  on 
a  particular  dale  in  the  year. 

Clearly  the  Government's  attitude  must 
be  determined  in  the  main  by  the  weight 
of  public  opinion  behind  the  movement 
for  reform,  and  I  may  perhaps  be  allowed 
to  express  the  hope  that  interested  organi- 
zations will  take  the  opportunity  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  questions  at 
issue.  These  are  not  by  any  means  so 
complicated  as  they  have  been  made  to 
appear,  but  it  is  obviously  not  possible 
to  expound  the  case  for  reform  and  to 
present  the  scheme  for  a  fixed  calendar 
within  the  limits  of  a  letter.  There  has 
been  published  a  small  booklet  explaining 
the  very  simple  measures  proposed,  and 
I  should  be  happy  to  see  that  a  copy  is 
sent  to  anyone  who  applies  to  me  for  it. 

I  am,  &c, 

DESBOROUGH. 

Taplow  Court,  Taplow,  Bucks. 


Printed  and  Published  by  The  Times  Publishing  Company.  Limited,  Printing  House  Square, 
London,   E.C.4,   England. 
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LA  REFORMA  DEL  CALENDARIO 


COMITE     LATINO-AMERICANO 
DEL     CALENDARIO     MUNDIAL 

Dr.   Ismael  Gajardo   Reyes,   Presidente 

Comite  Chileno 
Presidente — Padre  Valentin  Panzarasa 
Consejero  — Don  Alberto  (Humming 
Consejero  — Don  Santiago  Lorca  Pellross 

Comite  Boliviano 
Presidente — Don  Moises  Santivaiiez 
Consejero  — Don  Guillerrno  Vidal  Aramayo 
Consejero  — Don  Emilio  Villanueva 

Comite  Panamefio 
Presidente — Don  Octavio  Mendez  Pereira 
Consejero — Profesor  Catalino  Arrocha 
Consejero  — Don  Ieptka  B.  Duncan 

Comite  Costarricense 
(Igualmente  de  Guatemala,  Honduras, 

San  Salvador  y  Nicaragua) 
Presidente — Don  Teodoro  Picado 
Consejero  — Don  Garcia  Monje 
Consejero  — Don  Luiz  Doble  Segreda 

Comite  Uruguayo 
(Igualmente  del  Paraguay) 
Presidente — Profesor  Alberto  Reyes  Thevenet 
Consejero  — Don  Fernando  Fuentes 
Consejero  — Don  Enrique  Legrand 


COMITE  LATINO-AMERICANO  DEL  CALENDARIO  MUNDIAL 

Calle  Castro  214 
Santiago  de  Chile 
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THE  WORLD  CALENDAR 


Every  Year  the  Same 
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YEAR-END  DAY,  December  Y,  follows  December  30th  every  year 
LEAP-YEAR  DAY,  June  L,  follows  June  30th  in  leap  yean 
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The  World  Calendar  regulates  the 
twelve-month  year.  It  is  balanced  in 
structure,  perpetual  in  form. 

Its  twelve  months  are  multiples  of 
halves  and  quarters.  The  equal  quarters 
consist  of  3  months;  the  first  month  has 
31  days;  the  remaining  two  have  30  days. 
These  quarters  also  comprise  13  weeks  or 
91  days,  of  which  13  days  are  Sundays 
and  78  are  weekdays.  Each  month  has 
26  weekdays. 

In  the  perpetual  calendar,  Year-End 
Day,  the  odd  365th  and  last  day  of  the 
year,  is  considered  as  an  extra  Saturday 
between  December  30th  and  January  1st. 
The  additional  366th  day  in  leap  years  is 
considered  as  another  extra  Saturday  be- 
tween June  30th  and  July  1st  and  is  called 


Leap-Year  Day.  These  days  are  tabulated 
as  December  Y  and  June  L  respectively, 
by  which  method  the  31-day  months  begin 
the  quarters.  It  is  recommended  that  these 
two  stabilizing  days  be  considered  by  the 
United  States  as  holidays.  January  1st, 
New  Year's  Day,  falls  on  Sunday,  and  the 
working  week  begins  the  following  day. 

The  revised  twelve-month  year  in  its 
even  quarters  conforms  to  the  seasons, 
recognizing  natural  laws.  Comparisons 
are  easily  obtained;  changes  involved  re- 
quire a  minimum  of  adjustment;  expenses 
are  not  increased  for  business  and  the 
consumer;  religious  and  secular  holidays 
are  stabilized,  and  the  transition  from  the 
old  to  the  new  order  is  made  easy  by  the 
retention  of  the  twelve-month  year. 


'Our  stability  is  but  balance." — Robert  Bridges. 


that  Dr.  Kelvin  Dewey,   founder  arid  president   of  the  club, 
was  giving  a  lecture,    "Hov  to  Simplify  Life.*     A  strong 
impulse  impelled  me  to  attend.     It  was   then  that  I   learned 
of  a  movement  to  simplify  and  improve   our  unsatisfactory 
calendar. 

The  calendar  was   so  familiar,   that  like  everyone 
else  I  had  not  given  a  thought  whether  it  was  good  or  bad. 
I  had  taken  it  for  granted.     In  fact,   I  was   surprised  to 
learn  that  it  has  been  with  us   almost  two  thousand  years, 
and  I  wondered  why  no  one  had  thought  of  improving   it.     Dr. 
Dewey's   solution,  however,  was   distressing     How  could  a 
13-month  calendar  be  an   improvement  over  the  twelve-month 
Gregorian  that  was   so  easily  divisible  into  quarter  and  half 
years?     Besides,   to  add  to  our  many  activities   another  month 
was   an  appalling  idea.     The  lecture  left  me  disturbed  and 
yet,  whet  could  I  do? 

About   a  fortnight  later  on   a  Sunday  morning  around 
noon,  while   reading  the  New  York  Times   in  my  room,   I   read  a 
letter  opposite  the  editorial  page  by  Lewis  E.  Ashbaugh,   an 
engineer  of  Denver,   Colorado.     He  strongly  opposed  the  13- 
month  calendar  and  approved  a  12-month  equal-quarter  revision 
favored  in  Europe:      "While  we  are  planning  an  Improved  calen- 
dar,  let  us   also  insist   on  the  very  best  with  all   conditions 
considered,   and  let  us   adopt  the   revised  twelve  month  year  of 
equal  quarters   and  equal  working-day  months,   easily  adapted 
from  the  calendar  we  now  use."     The  plan  was   attached  to  the 
letter.     As   I  was   contemplating  it  with  satisfaction  I 


. 
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P,  0.  Box  224 

Lenox  Hill  Station 
New  York  21,  N.  Y. 
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Present  Calendar: 
The  World  Calendar: 


Dear  Friend  of  the  World  Calendar: 


15  May  195 
14  May  1956 
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At  the  21st  Session  of  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the  United 
Nations  in  April  1956,  fifteen  members  of  the  Council  including  the  United  States 
approved  the  proposal  made  by  the  delegate  of  the  Netherlands  to  postpone  World 
Calendar  Reform  indefinitely  -  sine  die.   Canada  and  two  other  members  abstained 
from  voting  as  they  favored  a  study  of  the  subject.   It  is  important  that  the  sub- 
ject remains  within  the  United  Nations.   It  is  also  significant  that  in  the  dis- 
cussions The  World  Calendar  only  was  recognized. 

Previously,  in  January,  the  former  World  Calendar  Association  International 
was  reorganized  into  the  International  World  Calendar  Association  and  was  transferred 
to  Ottawa,  Canada.  We  extend  to  it  our  good  wishes. 

The  World  Calendar  Association,  Incorporated,  deposited  in  April  with  the 
Library  of  Congress  in  Washington  numerous  documents  and  material  on  calendar  reform 
where  they  will  always  be  available  for  reference.   The  Association  then  took  the 
necessary  steps  to  dissolve  as  planned. 

Herewith  I  wish  to  express  the  most  sincere  gratitude  and  appreciation 
for  the  fine  work  and  support  which  members,  associates  and  friends  everywhere  have 
rendered  The  World  Calendar  over  the  years  since  October  1930. 

By  no  means  is  the  delay  imposed  by  the  United  Nations  to  be  interpreted 
as  final  -  delays  sometimes  have  to  be  so  as  to  give  further  information  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  reason  together. 

To  continue  the  good  work  of  the  past  and  to  obtain  greater  order  and 
harmony  in  our  lives  by  means  of  a  better  calendar  -  friends,  supporters  and  advo- 
cates of  The  World  Calendar  in  the  United  States  should  impart  fuller  knowledge  on 
the  needs  and  value  of  the  reform  and  stimulate  public  opinion  individually  and 
through  groups  and  organizations  -  business,  economic,  labor,  scientific,  educational 
and  social.   To  depend  upon  one  organization  is  not  enough.   Each  of  us  can  do  a 
great  deal  through  local,  state  and  national  groups  to  advance  the  cause. 

In  the  past,  calendar  reforms  were  established  through  edict  by  rulers  and 
popes.   Today,  governments  demand  that  the  voice  of  the  people  be  heard.   In  other 
words,  the  peoples  and  governments  together  are  needed  to  put  calendar  reform  into 
operation. 

Increased  cooperation  and  approval  by  the  people  in  the  United  States  will 
cause  Congress  to  take  action  and  enable  the  Department  of  State  to  participate  with 
the  United  Nations  in  bringing  about  the  much  desired  reform  -  adoption  of  the  im- 
proved and  better  calendar  for  our  every-day  and  annual  activities. 


• 


With  all  good  wishes ,  warm  appreciation  and  assuring  you  of  my  continued 


interest , 


^        Sincerely, 


i>  LS 


Elisabeth  Achelis 
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CALENDAR  REFORM 


While  the  foundation  of  civilization  is  based  on  the  present  calendar,  the 
construction  is  unbalanced,  irregular,  and  shifting.  Everything  is  out  of 
kilter. 

JUN  2  0  1969 

When  the  foundation  of  civilization  is  based  on  The  World  Calendar,  the 
construction  will  be  balanced,  regular  and  steady.   In  turn,  everything  will 
be  more  harmonious,  stabilized  and  peaceful. 

As  the  foundation,  so  the  structure. 


IN  A  NUTSHELL 


THE    PRESENT   CALENDAR 


THE   WORLD   CALENDAR 


IS 

confused 
discordant 
irregular 
wasteful  and  shifting 

WHEREIN 

nothing  fits 
nothing  agrees 
nothing  is  stable 


IS 

harmonious 
ordered 
regular 
saving  and  unchanging 

WHEREIN 

everything  fits 
everything  agrees 
everything  is  stable 


WHAT  SHALL  THE  ACTION  BE? 


STAND  STILL 

Let  well  enough  alone 
The  people  are  content 
Do  not  disturb  old-time  customs 
Other  more  worthwhile  things 
to  do 


GO  FORWARD 

Give  something  better 
Improve  what  can  be  improved 
Establish  balance  and  stability 
Conserve  valuable  time-- 
"the  stuff  life  is  made  of." 


TODAY 


There  are  many  calendars 
in  the  world 


United  Nations  can  give 
a  standard  civil  calendar 
to  the  world 


WHAT  SHALL  HISTORY  RECORD 


S 
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EL   CALENDARIO  MONDIAL  >\"3° 
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fc  fl  llfeS        Alocucion  de  Elisabeth  Achelis,  Presidente 

de  la  Asociacion  del  Calendarlo  Mundial 
Cludad  de  Nueva  York,  E.U.A. 

Introduce ion 

Nuestra  civilizacion  se  halla  en  el  umbral  de  futuros  cambios. 
Nuestra  existencia,  nuestro  progreso  y  felicidad  dependen  de  nuestra 
facultad  de  reconocer  y  aceptar  la  necesidad  de  estos  cambios.   No 
podemos  permanecer  por  mas  tiempo  en  un  estado  de  apatia.   Por  todas 
partes  nos  enfrentamos  con  la  urgencia  de  cambios  y  la  necesidad  de 
tener  mas  amplias  leyes,  orden,  igualdad  y  estabilidad.   Unicamente, 
con  ley  y  orden  se  obtiene  paz  y  armonia;  con  igualdad,  cooperacion; 
c^estabilidad,  seguridad.   El  vie  jo  orden  del  pasado  no  sirve  mas 
y  tiene  que  ceder  ante  un  nuevo  orden  de  mayor  prevision  que  espera 
su  adopcion. 

Muchas  de  nuestras  dificultades  actuales  tienen  su  origen  en 
el  calendarlo  mudadizo,  que  se  halla  en  uso  hoy  y  que  carece  comple- 
tamente  de  las  calidades  que  caracterizan  las  leyes,  el  orden,  la 
igualdad  y  estabilidad. 

Los  defectos  del  calendarlo  actual 

El  calendarlo  gregoriano  no  tiene  un  orden  cabal.  Es  realmen- 
te  un  potpourri,  un  baturrillo  de  14  calendarios  diferentes,  cada  uno 
empezando  en  diferentes  dias  de  la  semana,  con  trimestres  y  semestres 
desiguales  y  28  diferentes  meses  de  distinta  duracion.  £No  han  notado 
us^edes  que  cuando  se  duda  sobre  la  duracion  de  un  mes,  la  mayor! a  de 
los  hombres  murmuran  furtivamente  en  voz  baja  la  conocida  rima  "30 
dias  traen  Noviembre  con  Abril,  Junio  y  Septiembre"  o  bien,  avergon- 
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surrection,  retains  the  seventh  day 
Saturday  the  Hebrew  day  of  rest,  and 
the  sixth  day  Friday  sacred  to  the 
Muslims  in  commemorating  the  Hegira. 

7  -  The  World  Calendar  simplies  general     7  - 
bookkeeping  since  a  quarter-year  ends 
logically  with  the  last  day  of  the 
week  Saturday,  and  does  not  interfere 
with  Sunday  the  day  of  worship. 


This  plan  reduces  Friday  the-13th  to    8 
only  four  in  the  first  month  of  quarter 
years  thereby  considering  superstition 
as  negligible. 


ian  Sunday  the  seventh  day  and  the 
Muslim  Friday  the  fifth  day,  all  of 
doubtful  approval. 


Every  quarter-year  ends  with  a  Sunday 
causing  hardships,  difficulties  and 
confusion  for  general  bookkeeping. 
Either  the  final  accounting  day  must 
be  advanced  to  Saturday  or  postponed 
to  Monday,  the  first  day  of  every 
quarter-year. 

This  plan  avoids  Friday- the- 13th  there- 
by appeasing  the  superstitious. 


10 


The  World  Calendar  begins  the  year      9  - 
with  Sunday,  January  1.   The  extra 
365th  day,  set  apart  from  the  week, 
comes  between  Saturday  December  30  and 
Sunday  January  1.   It  is  called  Worlds- 
day,  dated  December  W,  a  world  holiday, 
and  is  the  last  day  of  the  outgoing 
year.   The  Leapyear  day,  dated  June  W, 
comes  between  Saturday  June  30  and  Sun- 
day July  1,  another  world  holiday.   On 
these  two  world  holidays  work  is  based 
on  time  and  a  half  like  other  holidays. 
These  extra  days  are  comparable  to  the 
extra  50th  day  in  Biblical  Leviticus 
which  follows  a  49-day  cycle,  and  the 
scientific  International  Date  Line  in 
the  Pacific  at  which  a  6th  or  an  8th 
day  week  is  experienced.   The  Gregorian 
leapyear  rule  is  maintained. 

In  1937  The  World  Calendar  was  pre-     10  - 
sented  by  Chile  before  the  Council  of 
the  League  of  Nations,  approved  in  prin- 
ciple by  17  governments.  Threat  of  World 
War  II  prevented  further  action. 


The  Perpetual  Calendar  begins  the  year 
with  New  Year's  Day  "a  day  set  apart 
from  any  week  or  month"  which  follows 
Sunday  December  31.   It  will  probably 
be  dated  a  zero  day  with  Monday,  Janu- 
ary 1,  the  first  day  of  the  new  year, 
but  the  second  day  of  the  week.   To 
begin  with  a  zero  is  doubtful  procedure. 
Every  new  day  follows  24.00  or  12.00  p.m. 
and  begins  with  00.01  a.m.   Anno  Domini 
(A.D.)  began  in  the  year  1  on  its  first 
day.   One's  life  begins  with  the  first 
breath  and  on  the  day,  month  and  year 
of  birth.   An  extra  day,  or  fraction, 
or  anything  left  over  is  generally  taken 
care  of  at  the  end  and  not  at  the  begin- 
ning. 


This  plan  was  never  before  the  League 
of  Nations. 


11  -  The  World  Calendar  received  "most 

favorable  comments"  in  the  United 
Nations'  report  1947,  but  action  was 
postponed  in  1956,  see  "The  Calendar 
for  the  Modern  Age,"  pages  198-203. 

12  -  The  World  Calendar  was  introduced  in 

Congress  by  Representative  Karl  E. 
Mundt,  the  late  John  Kee  and  Senator 
John  Murray,  the  retired  Senator  H. 
Alexander  Smith,  the  late  Senator 
Elbert  Thomas ,  and  in  1949  by  Sena- 
tor Estes  Kefauver.   The  Bills  were 
pigeonholed  never  coming  to  the  floor 


11  - 
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The  Perpetual  Calendar  was  never  offici' 
ally  before  the  United  Nations. 


The  Perpetual  Calendar  has  been  con- 
sistently introduced  in  Congress,  first 
by  the  Hawaiian  delegate  and  later  by 
the  Senator  of  Hawaii,  Mr.  Fong.   It 
was  pigeonholed  never  coming  to  the 
floor. 
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,    HOLIDAYS  IN  THE  U.S.A.  Page  2 

*ORLD  DAY,  December  W,  a  world  holiday  in  The  World  Calendar,  is  the 
closing  day  of  every  year  -  a  stabilizing  day  that  precedes  New  Year's 
Day.   It  is  regarded  like  other  holidays  and  offers  a  three-day  week- 
end with  Saturday  December  30,  World  Day  December  W,  Sunday  January  1. 

NEW  YEAR'S  DAY  is  Sunday  January  1.   The  following  day  Monday  January 
2,  is  the  first  business  day  in  the  new  year;  it  is  not  a  holiday  since 
a  holiday  precedes  New  Year's  Day. 

LINCOLN'S  BIRTHDAY,  Sunday  February  12. 

WASHINGTON'S  BIRTHDAY,  Saturday  February  11,  is  the  actual  date  when 
Washington  was  born  in  1731  under  the  Julian  Calendar  before  England, 
with  her  colony  the  United  States,  adopted  the  present  Gregorian 
Calendar  in  1752,  which  changed  that  date  to  February  22.   Both  Washingtor 
birthday,  February  11,  and  Lincoln's  birthday,  February  12,  fall  on 
the  same  week-end  and  celebrated  on  the  second  Monday  February  13. 

MEMORIAL  DAY,  Thursday  May  30,  unless  legalized  to  the  fourth  Monday 
May  27.   It  was  first  observed  May  30,  1868,  a  Saturday,  to  commemorate 
the  fallen  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War. 

LEAPYEAR  DAY,  June  W,  in  leap  years  only,  is  a  world  holiday.   It  is 
the  last  day  of  the  first  half  year  and  precedes  Sunday  July  1,  the 
first  day  of  the  second  half  year.   Monday  July  2,  could  be  the  trans- 
ferred Independence  Day  holiday. 

INDEPENDENCE  DAY,  Wednesday  July  4,  can  be  legalized  to  Monday  July 
2,  when  the  Freedom  Act  was  introduced  in  the  Federal  Congress  and 
approved  July  4,  1776. 

LABOR  DAY,  Monday  September  4. 

COLUMBUS  DAY,  Thursday  October  12,  unless  legalized  to  the  second 
Monday  October  9 . 

VETERANS  DAY,  Saturday  November  11,  commemorates  the  Armistice  1918 
which  ended  World  War  1.   November  has  two  holidays:   Veterans  Day 
and  Thanksgiving  Day.   It  would  be  well  to  transfer  Veterans  Day  to 
Memorial  Day  in  honor  of  all  Americans  who  gave  their  lives  in  serving 
their  country. 


Revised:   1969 
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|53  Sundays  for  worship.   Birthdays  can  never  be  recorded  as  to  the  day  of  birth, 
only  by  the  date,  month  and  year.   We  naturally  query  why  are  we  so  complacent 
regarding  this  erratic  calendar? 

How  can  mankind  reasonably  hope  to  attain  order,  harmony,  cooperation  and 
peace  when  one  considers  that  every  activity  i/  based  upon  this  bizarre  time- 
system?   And  that  is  not  all.   There  are  other  calendars  in  use  throughout  the 
world  which  add  to  the  confusion. 

Not  until  the  present  Gregorian  calendar  of  the  Christians,  the  Julian 
calendar  of  the  Eastern  Orthodox  Church,  the  non-seasonal  calendar  of  the  Muslims, 
the  hyphenated  moon-sun  calendar  of  the  Jews,  and  the  various  other  calendars 
of  the  Asiatic  and  African  nations,  are  all  merged  into  one  scientific  civil 
calendar,  can  man  hope  to  experience  some  kind  of  order,  unity  and  peace.   Time 
is  so  closely  interwoven  into  our  lives,  is  so  much  a  part  of  our  planet  Earth, 
%     that  we  can  justly  say:   "As  the  calendar,  so  is  civilization." 

It  is  more  than  fifty  years  ago  that  the  reform  of  the  calendar  received 
serious  attention.   First,  by  the  International  Chamber  of  Commerce,  then  by  the 
League  of  Nations,  and  within  the  last  twenty  years,  off  and  on,  by  the  United 
Nations,  only  to  be  put  off  for  more  important  matters!   Of  more  than  five 
hundred  plans  proposed  (among  them  were  duplications),  The  World  Calendar  of 
twelve  months  and  equal  quarters,  with  the  one  or  two  extra  days,  received  the 

most  favorable  comments. 

It  is  of  interest  that  this  favored  plan  is  the  result  of  study,  research 
and  many  conferences.   No  one  can  claim  it.   The  World  Calendar  is  living  up  to 

its  name. 

Now  a  brief  description.   Every  year  of  364  days  begins  with  Sunday  January 
^   1,  and  ends  with  Saturday,  December  30.   The  week  remains  at  it  is.   Every  quarter- 
year  has  exactly  91  days,  13  weeks,  3  months;  the  three  months  have  their  regular 
31,  30,  30  days;  and  each  month  has  26  weekdays  plus  Sundays.   Then  to  keep  the 
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A;tion.   It  was  realized  that  for  the  spiritual  and  physical  well-being  of  man,  a  day 
of  rest  every  week  from  labor  was  most  beneficial  for  his  welfare.   This  weekly 
seventh-day  of  rest,  centuries  later,  was  transferred  by  the  Christians  to  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  Sunday,  for  worship,  as  well  as  rest. 

The  difficulty  for  man  has  always  been  to  adjust  in  an  even  arrangement  -  the 
365^  day-year  which  required  an  occasional  366th  day;  the  52   weeks  of  seven  days  each, 
plus  an  additional  day  in  common  years  and  two  in  leap  years;  the  twelve  months  of  ir- 
regular lengths  -28,  29,  30,  31  days;  and  quarter-years  with  different  lengths  - 
90,  91,  92,  92  days.   It  is  strange  indeed,  that  the  days,  seasons  and  years  are  known 
by  the  science  of  astronomy,  but  in  the  arrangement  of  the  calendar,  the  science  of 
arithmetic,  of  numbers •  was  not  recognized. 

Instead,  man  looked  to  different  religious  beliefs,  nationalities,  tradition,  and 
politics.   The  calendar,  however,  is  not   of   human  nature.   It  is  and  always  will  be 
scientific,  and  must  remain  a  scientific  tabulator  of  days,  dates,  and  years,  if  it  is 
to  serve  the  many  varied  needs  of  human  society.   Again  let  me  repeat,  the  calendar 
belongs  to  both  the  science  of  astronomy  and  mathematics. 

This  paper  is  not  dealing  with  calendrical  history,  because  it  has  been  done 
most  ably  by  others.   It  concentrates  on  modern  calendar  reform,  and  on  the  proposed 
plan  -  The  World  Calendar  of  12  months  and  equal  quarters.   This  plan  has  received  the 
most  favorable  comments  in  a  report  by  the  United  Nations  in  1947.   Previously  it  was 
the. plan  before  the  League  of  Nations  in  1937,  where  replies  from  seventeen  govern- 
ments approving  it  in  principle  were  received.   The  International  Astronomical  Union  in 
1922  endorsed  the  12-month  calendar  of  equal  quarters  which  contained  the  one  or  two 
extra  days  -  Worldsday  every  year  and  Leapyear  day  in  leap  years. 

The  World  Calendar  is  based  on  the  solar  seasonal  year  "while  the  earth  remains, 
seedtime  and  harvest,  and  cold  and  heat,  and  summer  and  winter,  and  day  and  night  shall 
not  cease." 

The  seasons  are  influenced  by  the  relative  positions  of  the  earth  and  the  sun, 
and  their  lengths  are  uneven.   This,  because  of  the  form  of  the  earth's  orbit,  and  the 
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fl|       sets    forth   with   great    simplicity    the   entire    structure    of  The  World   Calendar. 

In  a  central  circle  there  appear  12  numbers  which,  in  a  decimal  system,  would 

indicate  the  12  months  in  a  Gregorian  as  well  as  in  a  Julian  calendar. 

Surrounding  this  circle  are  four  equal  isosceles  triangles  with  bases  arched  on  the 

circumference  of  the  inner  circle,  the  sides  forming  rectilinear  segments.   They  are 

complete  in  contour,  and  if  the  triangle  be  turned  in  either  direction,  say  90  degrees, 

or  180  or  270,  the  other  triangles  remain  complete.   So  what  you  have  is  4  quadrants,  in 

which  appear  the  letters: 

THE  WORLD 

CALEN         DAR 

as  the  first  circle  leans  against  the  one  in  front  of  it  (within  the  plane  of  the  page) 

and  the  others  support  it. 

Now  let  us  consider  the  most  important  part  of  the  design:  this  is  an  outer  circle, 

^^  concentric  with  the  one  within  it,  in  which  are  written  clockwise  Jan  -  Feb  -  Mar  in  the 

upper  righthand  quadrant,  and  below  these  abbreviations  (and  inside  the  smaller  circle) 

31-30-30.   This  pattern  is  repeated  successively  in  the  remaining  quadrants,  each  having 

31-30-30  below  its  group  of  3  month-names:  Apr  -  May  -  June;   Jul  -  Aug  -  Sept:  and 

Oct  -  Nov  -  Dec.   There  is  insistence  on  same  numbers. 

Here  on  two  parallel  lines  is  the  exposition  of  the  proposed  World  Calendar  structure: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug   Sept   Oct  Nov  Dec  Jan 
31    30    30    31    30     30    31     30    30     31    30    30    31 

for  a  total  (in  ordinary  years)  of  364  days  plus  one  separated  from  the  others  and  repre- 
sented by  the  letter  W.   This  W  is  interposed  between  the  end  of  one  year  and  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next.  In  leap  years. there  is  a  second  W  placed  between  the  2nd  and  3rd  quarters 
In  addition,  the  words  Order,  Balance,  Stability  and  Harmony  are  written  around  the 
extreme  periphery  of  the  figure. 

It  is  an  elegant,  artistic  conception,  a  graphic  one,  which  in  its  simplicity  -  the 
hallmark  of  elegance  -  says  exactly  what  it  means  and  all  that  it  means;  four  3-month  per- 
iods, all  alike,  formed  by  the  31-30-30-day  pattern,  with  one  Worldsday,  except  in  the 
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Now  let  me  describe  two  ancient  calendars  of  similar  antiqui- 
ty following  two  different  patterns . 

One  of  these,  as  you  know,  is  the  ancient  Hebraic  calendar 
dated  3761  B.C.,  the  traditional  date  of  creation.   Considering 
that  the  early  Israelites  were  pastoral  nomadic  people,  it  is  nat- 
ural to  believe  that  they  observed  the  calendar  as  just  described, 
consisting  of  days,  weeks,  months,  seasons  and  years. 

A  great  innovation  occurred  under  their  leader  Moses.   While 
wandering  in  the  wilderness  with  his  people  and  threatened  with  dire 
starvation,  he  was  divinely  inspired  to  establish  the  7th  day  of  the 
week  as  the  sabbath  of  rest  and  worship  in  honor  of  the  Creator. 
Subsequently,  to  honor  the  7th  day  became  the  first  of  the  Mosaic 
^    Ten  Commandments.   Upon  that  day,  the  ancient  Israelites,  as  well  as 
the  Jewish  people  of  today,  anchored  their  faith,  their  worship  and 
their  welfare.  Indeed,  one  day  of  rest  and  worship  every  week  proved 
a  blessing  to  mankind.   It  led  humanity  to  the  Creator  for  guidance, 
protection,  inner  peace  and  happiness. 

There  is  on  record  an  ancient  Hebraic  calendar  mentioned  in 
Leviticus  23;  15,16,  which  contained  49  days  of  seven  weeks  and 
seven  sabbaths  after  which  a  50th  day  was  added  as  an  offering  to 
the  Lord. 

Some  believe  that  this  50-day  Pentecontad  calendar  holds  the 
key  to  the  150  days  of  the  Deluge  and  the  150  days  of  its  receding, 
denoting  six  Pentecontads .   Be  it  as  it  may,  this  ancient  Pentecon- 
tad system  of  50  days  was  discarded  when  the  priesthood  conceived 
^|     the  idea  of  uninterrupted  succession  of  weeks  as  essential  to  wor- 
ship and,  in  particular,  in  keeping  the  Israelites  united  in  their 
regular  sabbath  observance. 
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LA    REFORME    DU    CALENDRIER 

Discours    prononce    a    RADIO-GENEVE 

le   2  Juin    1937 
par   M.   le   Senateur   Justin    GODART 


Permettez-moi  de  vous  exposer  tres  brievement  les  avantages  que  le  Calendrier 
Universel  apportera  a  notrc  civilisation  et  les  raisons  pour  lesquelles,  de  plus  en  plus, 
on  accorde  en  general  a  ce  projet  une  adhesion  raisonnee. 

Un  calendrier  perpetuel  de  douze  mois,  identique  chaque  annee,  commencant 
toujours  par  un  dimanche  ler  Janvier,  apportera  une  stabilite  et  un  ordre  dont  on  a  le 
plus  grand  besoin  dans  les  calculs  annuels  du  temps.  En  effet,  l'incommodite  de  notre 
actuel  calendrier  mobile  est  la  cause  d'innombrables  confusions  que  la  variete  comporte 
toujours  fatalement.  Dans  le  nouveau  calendrier  perpetuel  universel,  Janvier  correspondra 
toujours  avec  les  janvicrs  passes  et  futurs,  fevrier  avec  les  fevriers  passes  et  futurs,  la 
meme  stricte  concordance  se  reproduisant  en  ce  qui  concerne  les  autres  mois. 

Cette  regle-loi,  cet  ordre  qu'institue  le  nouveau  calendrier,  procurera,  on  le  com- 
prend,  des  avantages  certains  dont  notre  vie  quotidienne  beneficiera.  Dans  le  monde  entier, 
par  exemple,  le  calcul  des  interets  sur  les  placements,  controlable  aisement  par  tous  les 
prets  et  les  comptes  courants,  sera  simplifie  et  parfaitement  equitable  par  suite  de  la 
meilleure  distribution  des  jours  et  des  mois  et  de  la  division  de  1' annee  en  trimestres  et 
semestres  rigoureusement  egaux.  Le  monde  des  affaires  s'apercevra  que  chaque  mois  ne 
comportera  pas  seulement  vingt-six  jours  ouvrables  exactement,  mais  aussi  un  nombre 
regulier  de  lundis,  mardis  et  mercredis,  etc.,  grace  a  quoi  il  sera  plus  facile  de  comparer, 
calculer  et  etudier  de  facon  plus  precise  les  rapports  mensuels,  trimestriels  et  annuels. 
Les  actuaires  ne  seront  plus  obliges,  desormais,  de  recourir  a  des  ajustements  laborieux 
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The  League  of  Nations 
Contribution  to 
Calendar  Reform. 


While  the  War  of  1914-18  retarded  activity  in  calendar  reform,  the  re- 
sultant League  of  Nations  provided  a  focal  point  on  which  plans  for 
simplification  could  converge.  In  1923,  the  League  began  a  study  of  plans 
which  numbered  over  five  hundred.  Of  these,  but  two  emerged  as  worthy 
of  serious  consideration.  One  was  known  as  the  13- Months  Calendar, 
which  introduced*  an  added  month;  and  the  other  as  the  World  Calendar,  which  retained  existing 
months  but  provided  equal  quarters.     Each,  however,  had  the  common  feature   of  being  perpetual. 

In  1931,  the  Fourth  General  Conference  on  Communications  and  Transit  met  at  Geneva,  and 
devoted  considerable  time  to  the  subject  of  calendar  reform.  Official  representatives  from  forty- 
four  countries  were  present,  the  majority,  however,  simply  observing  the  proceedings  for  report  to 
their  respective  governments.  Great  Britain,  Germany,  Italy,  Japan,  the  United  States  and  France 
took  a  no-commitment  stand,  with  the  first  four  declaring  against  any  13-month  scheme.  Only 
Canada  and  Jugoslavia  officially  endorsed  a  proposal  for  a  calendar  of  13  months.  Greece  and 
Switzerland  went  on  record  as  definitely  favoring  the  12-months  equal-quarter  proposal. 

The  Fifth  General  Conference  should  have  taken  place  in  1935,  but  world  conditions  made  it 
advisable  to  postpone  the  meeting  for  a  year.  It  is  expected  that  early  in  1937  the  Council  of  the 
League  of  Nations  will  receive  the  Resolution  of  the  International  Labor  Congress,  asking  for  a 
resumption  of  consideration  of  calendar  reform.  The  Council,  in  all  probability,  will  refer  the  Reso- 
lution to  the  League's  Committee  on  Communications  and  Transit  who,  in  turn,  will  call  an  Inter- 
national Conference  and  then  make  definite  recommendations  to  the  Council. 

Early  action  is  necessary,  since  the  adoption  of  either  of  the  existing  proposals  entails  its  intro- 
duction on  January  1st,  1939,  when  the  first  day  of  the  new  year  falls  on  a  Sunday  coincident  with 
the  present  calendar.  This  converging,  which  makes  the  transition  from  the  old  to  the  new  calendar 
an  easy  one,  does  not  occur  again  until  1950. 


Canada  ^  tne  Interna^onal  Conference  held 
at  Geneva  in  1931,  Canada  and  Jugo- 
slavia alone  officially  endorsed  the  13-months 
proposal.  The  Canadian  representative,  how- 
ever, stated  that  such  a  stand  was  not  irre- 
vocable. 

Prior  to,  and  at  that  time,  the  question  of 
calendar  reform  had  been  given  but  little  gen- 
eral consideration  in  Canada,  and  that  mainly 
by  a  limited  number  of  scientists  and  statis- 
ticians. 

In  1932  the  retiring  president  of  the  Royal 
Astronomical  Society  of  Canada,  H.  R.  Kings- 
ton, devoted  a  considerable  part  of  his  address 
to  the  need  and  progress  of  calendar  reform  and, 
one  might  say,  was  instrumental  in  arousing  the 
people  to  this  world-wide  movement.  In  the 
same  year,  the  Rational  Calendar  Association  of 


Canada  was  formed  as  a  body  affiliated  with  the 
British  Association  of  the  same  name.  No 
special  efforts  were  made  to  create  a  large  mem- 
bership, nevertheless,  over  five  hundred  Can- 
adians of  responsible  standing  in  parliamentary, 
ecclesiastical,  professional,  financial,  commer- 
cial, industrial  and  educational  circles  have  be- 
come active  members  of  the  Association  and 
have  expressed  their  wholehearted  support  of  the 
Association's   aims,   namely : 

1.  To  secure  withdrawal  of  Canada's  official  endorse- 
ment, at  Geneva  in  1931,  of  a  13-month  calendar. 

2.  To  advocate  the  world-wide  adoption  of  a  rational, 
perpetual,  12-month  equal-quarter  calendar. 

3.  To  inform  public  opinion  on  the  defects  and  ineffi- 
ciencies of  the  calendar  now  in  use. 

4.  To   promote   the  adoption   of  a   stabilized   Easter 
along  the  lines  of  the  British  Parliamentary  Act  of  1928. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS'  DEBATE    ** 

CALENDAR  REFORM 

In  the  British  House  of  Lords,  on  March  4,  1936,  the  subject  of  calendar  reform  was 
brought  up  on  a  motion  by  Lord  Merthyr,  whose  opening  speech  urged  the  government 
"by  their  interest  and  action"  at  the  League  of  Nations,  torender  this  reform  possible 
in  1939.  Notable  speeches  followed  from  Lord  Desborough  and  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  both  supporting  revision  of  the  calendar.  Finally  the  government 
spokesman,  Lord  Feversham,  replied  for  the  government,  promising  definitely  that 
"if  the  matter  is  placed  on  the  Agenda  of  the  approaching  meeting  of  the  League 
Commission  on  Communications  and  Transit,  the  whole  question  will  have  the 
most  sympathetic  and  serious  consideration  of  the  representatives  of  His  Majesty's 
Government." 


EXCERPTS  FROM  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS7  DEBATE 

•   LORD  MERTHYR 

^HPhE  advantages  of  fixing  the  calendar  are  in  some  cases  apparent.  Others  are  not 
■JL  at  once  so  apparent  to  the  casual  observer,  but  I  would  ask  your  Lordships  to  consider 
for  a  moment  how  much  easier  our  own  daily  plans  would  be  if  the  calendar  was  fixed,  if  the 
clashing  of  dates  by  the  wandering  of  the  days  of  the  months  through  the  weeks  was  avoided. 
We  should  no  more  have  difficulty  such  as  the  fixing  of  Easter  on  the  day  after  the  second 
Saturday  in  April,  because  the  second  Sunday  in  April  would  be,  which  it  is  not  now,  always 
the  day  following  the  second  Saturday.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that,  if  the  whole  calendar 
was  fixed,  the  one  remaining  obstacle  to  the  fixing  of  Easter  would  be  removed.  I  have  reason 
for  saying  that  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  would  remove  its  objection  to  the  fixing  of  Easter 
if  the  whole  problem  were  settled  and  solved.  The  advantages  to  the  mass  of  the  people  of 
this  country  would  be  very  great. 

"I  claim  for  it  with  all  modesty  nothing  less  than  this,  that  if  the  calendar  was  reformed 
it  would  be  of  some  advantage,  direct  or  indirect,  to  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the 
civilized  world,  and  I  ask  His  Majesty's  Government,  by  their  interest  and  action  in  this 
matter,  to  render  this  reform  possible  in  1939,  so  that  the  manifest  inconvenience  which  all 
of  us  now  suffer  shall  be  removed." 

i    LORD  DESBOROUGH 

^/^ALENDAR  reform  is  more  and  more  occupying  the  attention  of  the  world  year  by 
^-^  year,  and  many  societies  are  ardently  advocating  it. 

"There  is  so  much  agreement  now  among  the  various  Churches  who  replied  to  the  ques- 
tionnaire issued  by  the  League  of  Nations  that  there  is  every  hope  of  the  Christian  Churches 
combining  with  a  request  for  the  stabilization  of  Easter. 
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[AN  is  about  to  improve  his  calendar  once  more. 

Did  you  know  that: 

The  present  civil  calendar  has  been  in  use  in  the  English- 
speaking  countries  for  less  than  200  years,  and  in  some  other  countries 
for  less  than  20  years,  but  man  has  been  using — and  improving — his 
calendars  for  nearly  9,000  years! 

Now  a  twentieth-century  calendar  improvement  is  at  hand. 
Since  the  present  calendar  was  adopted,  the  world's  tempo  and  mood 
have  changed.  The  face  of  our  world  has  changed.  Our  lives,  our 
habits,  and  our  needs,  have  changed.  Civilization  is  ever  devoted  to 
the  ideal  of  progress — to  make  life  simpler  and  better  for  all  people. 
To  adapt  the  calendar  to  that  ideal  is  a  logical  move  for  progress. 

The  calendar  reckoned  according  to  the  sun  is  the  oldest  cul- 
tural institution  in  the  world,  and  as  such  deserves  reverence.  But  its 
present  arrangement  includes  several  annoying  eccentricities  that 
one  cannot  with  reason  condone.  The  new  World  Calendar  of  12 
months  and  equal  quarters,  a  sturdy  young  successor,  easy  to 
adopt,  is  ready.  It  would  be  folly  to  ignore  any  longer  the  need  for 
a  new  and  improved  civil  calendar.  There  is  so  .much  to  be  gained, 
with  so  little  effort! 

What  Needs  To  Be  Changed? 

The  present  Gregorian  calendar  was  the  first  calendar  to  be  con- 
structed in  conformance  with  complete  knowledge  of  the  true  length 
of  the  solar  year — the  time  it  takes  the  earth  to  complete  the  four 
seasons  It  took  rr.any  thousands  of  years  before  mankind  attained 
the  scientific  knowledge  necessary  to  calculate  the  correct  length  of 
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PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY     £  ^ 
AND    CALENDAR  REFORM 


By  C.  F.  Skinker 

Executive  Secretary,  American  Philosophical  Society 


The  American  Philosophical  Society,  which  held  its  convention  in  Philadelphia  in 
October,  was  founded  in  1727  for  the  purpose  of  "promoting  useful  knowledge."  Its 
present  membership  of  500  is  selected  from  among  men  of  the  greatest  eminence  in 
science,  letters  and  the  liberal  arts.  At  its  October  meeting,  it  adopted  the  following 
resolutions  regarding  calendar  reform  : 

"RESOLVED,  that  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  having  considered  the  two 
principal  proposals  for  calendar  reform  mentioned  in  the  League  of  Nations  report 
of  1931,  hereby  expresses  its  preference  for  the  12-month  plan  known  as  The  World 
Calendar  ;  and 

"RESOLVED,  that  the  Society  would  welcome  the  adoption  of  this  12-month  plan, 
provided  a  substantially  unanimous  agreement  among  the  civilized  peoples  of  the 
world  is  secured  in  favor  of  the  change." 

The  considerations  which  led  the  Society  to  these  conclusions  are  briefly  sum- 
marized in  the  following  report. 


the/world  calendar  association,  inc. 

485  Madison  Avenue 
New  York  City 


• 


i 


X-CE75 

-&S3     -W6 


CALENDAR  REFORM 
AND  THE  RAILROADS 
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FROM  A  RAILROAD  VIEWPOINT 

By  A.  J.  Hills 

Canadian  National  Railways,  Montreal 

TWELVE  VERSUS  THIRTEEN 

By  J.  Welch 

Railway  Treasury  Officers  Association 

RESULT  OF  QUESTIONNAIRES 

By  Charles  Clayton  Wylie 

Professor,  University  of  Iowa 

HOLIDAYS  AJ\D  TRAVEL 

By  Charles  F.  Wood 

General  Manager,  Clark's  Cruises 
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CHAMBERS   OF   COMMERCE 
AND   CALENDAR   REFORM 
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I.  Report    of    Chamber   of   Commerce   of   the 
State  of  New  York. 


II.  International  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


III.  Legal  Aspects,  by  George  Gordon  Battle. 


IV.  Trade  Aspects,  by  Jerome  S.  Schwartz. 


V.  Business  Opinions  in  Brief. 
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A  STUDY  OF 

CALENDAR  REFORM 

FOR  <r /7-7 

ACTUARIES  AND  ACCOUNTANTS 
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ECONOMIC  ASPECTS 

By  H.  Parker  Willis 

Professor  of  Banking,  Columbia  University 

TIME  MEASURES  AND  THE  LAW 

By  George  Gordon  Battle 

STATISTICAL  ADVANTAGES 

By  Prof.  Clark  Warburton 
Brookings  Institution 

INSURANCE  AND  THE  CALENDAR 

By  Arthur  S.  Hamilton 

Editor  The  Fraternal  Monitor  .  . 

IN  GOVERNMENT  ACCOUNTING 

By  Herbert  H.  Rapp 

V.  S.  Bureau  of  Efficiency 

CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE  VIEWS 

By  Prof.  M.  H.  Deslandres 

International  Chamber  of  Commerce 
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THE   WORLD   CALENDA 


IN  the  economic,  social  and  religious  fields  there  is  a  growing  realization  of  the 
inadequacy  of  our  present  calendar,  because  of  its  annoying  irregularities  and 
confusing  changes.  People  who  must  constantly  deal  with  accurate  calculations, 
important  engagements  and  future-looking  planning  find  these  things  complicated  by 
the  use  of  an  exceedingly  antiquated  calendar. 

To  the  average  citizen,  accustomed  as  he  is  to  the  familiar  Gregorian  year,  the 
awkwardness  of  the  irregular  and  changeable  calendar  is  not  always  immediately 
apparent.  However,  with  the  development  of  an  industrial  age  with  the  resultant 
increase  in  social,  educational  and  community  activity,  and  with  the  closer  inter- 
communication between  nations,  it  becomes  increasingly  clear  that  our  inconvenient 
and  wandering  calendar  brings  real  and  unnecessary  hardships.  There  is  also  a  wide 
demand  among  churchmen  for  a  fixed  date  for  Easter  in  a  stabilized  calendar. 

The  inequalities  of  the  quarter-  and  half-year  divisions  and  the  annual  differences 
between  the  weekday  arrangement  of  the  same  months  are  matters  which  call  for 
adjustment.  In  a  world  which  must  guide  itself  increasingly  by  accurate  comparisons, 
our  present  calendar  is  unnecessarily  difficult  and  inefficient.  We  find  upon  investiga- 
tion that  our  erratic  calendar  is  the  cause  of  errors  which,  in  .sum  total,  are  costly 
and  unnecessary.  These  errors  and  inconsistencies  of  the  calendar  draw  upon  man's 
time,  effort,  labor  and  even  money,  which  might  be  better  applied  to  more  worthwhile 
purposes. 

The  object  of  calendar  reform  is  to  remove  needless  complications  and  to  simplify 
and  stabilize  our  time  system,  so  that  it  will  adequately  meet  our  modern  conditions. 
The  reform  must  respond  impartially  to  the  needs  of  industry,  government,  agricul- 
ture, science,  religion,  social  life,  education  and  all  other  phases  of  activity.  No  part 
of  our  human  existence  is  free  of  the  calendar — we  are  inexorably  bound  by  it. 

All  this  has  long  been  the  subject  of  international  conference  and  study.  It  is  now 
generally  agreed  that  the  most  satisfactory  and  simple  plan  of  revision  is  that  known 
as  The  World  Calendar.  This  proposal  rearranges  the  length  of  the  familiar  12 
months,  equalizes  the  quarters  and  makes  the  calendar  perpetual,  every  year  the  same. 
Equalization  of  the  quarters  is  accomplished  by  giving  the  first  month  of  every  quar- 
ter 31  days  and  each  of  the  remaining  two  months  30  days.  Thus  the  12-month  year 
has  four  months  of  31  days  and  eight  months  of  30  days.  Every  month  has  exactly 
26  weekdays;  every  quarter  begins  on  Sunday  and  ends  with  Saturday;  and  every 
year  begins  with  Sunday,  January  1st.  Symmetry,  balance,  order,  and  stability  are 
achieved  without  any  difficult  transitional  changes. 

To  conform  to  the  necessary  365  days  in  ordinary  years  and  366  in  leap  years, 
vitally  essential  if  this  new  calendar  is  to  harmonize  with  the  solar  year  and  its  four 
seasons,  The  World  Calendar  adds  Year-End  Day  as  an  extra  Saturday  at  the  end  of 
every  year  after  the  completion  of  the  fourth  quarter,  and  Leap-Year  Day,  another 
extra  Saturday  in  leap  years  only,  after  the  completed  second  quarter  at  the  end  of 
June.    It  is  recommended  that  these  days  be  observed  as  international  holidays. 

To  put  calendar  reform  into  actual  operation,  it  is  obvious  that  some  kind  of  an 
international  agreement  must  be  secured.  No  single  nation  can  act  alone.  Through 
the  international  agency  of  the  League  of  Nations,  the  subject  has  received  extensive 
and  careful  study,  and  in  1931  an  international  conference  was  held  at  which  44 
nations  were  officially  represented.  From  this  beginning,  a  rapidly  growing  movement 
has  emerged,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  some  definite  international  action  will  be 
inaugurated  for  the  adoption  of  a  new  calendar  by  1939.  Should  this  not  be  possible, 
then  the  next  available  dates  for  adoption  would  be  December  31,  1939,  or  Decem- 
ber 31,  1944.'  These  dates  (Sundays)  would  be  considered  as  extra  Saturdays  in  The 
World  Calendar  and  allow  the  New  Year  to  begin  with  Sunday,  January  1. 
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STATISTICAL  ERRORS 

AND 
CALENDAR  REFORM 


By  Dr.  H.  Platzer 

Chairman  of  the  German  Committee  on  Calendar  Reform,  Director-General  of  the 
Statistical  Office  of  the  German  Government 
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REPORT 

„„  a  Calendar  Reform  Questionnaire  Issued  to  Members 

of  the 

American  Statistical  Association 

by 
The  United  Press 

„„„  statistical  Association,  replying  to  a 

MEMBERS  of  the  American  Statical  a  rrform 

questionnaire  issued  by  the  Umted  Press  ^  ^ 

by  a  vote  of  nearly      to 1. They  u  g  ^.^  five  years_ 

looking  to  the  interna tonal  adoptum^  ^^^  equal  quarter  plan, 

as  c^rfdw^the  ^- «£*£££  prominent  statisticians 

In  the  491  replies  rece.ved  by ^the United  «^p     .nteresting  sugge3. 

from  all  parts  of  the  countoy » *>  a  great  ^J^  ^  „  states 

tions  and  comments.  The  ««« 

government  should  toke^  toward  »tomma^  ^  ^  ^ 

The  exact  result  of  the  queston  Corporation) : 

latC*:  r rr  youUbXve  that  the  present  calendar  should  be 

ChaYgeesd  419;  No  48;  Nor -mmittol,  24^  ^^  ,    king  to  an 

u22Z££S  toe  calendar  within  the  next  five  years, 

%::s»"-r  r  m ;  Neither  plan' 
-Srrt  sseei ^^r  yoTtSnk  the «  — 

g°VC™  p^oHeadt  i—naUction,  121 ;  Nationa,  action  by  legis- 
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CALENDAR  REFORM 


AND  THE  LAW 


By  George  Gordon  Battle 
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ACTION  BY  EASTERN  CHURCH 

By  Archbishop  D.  Germanos 

Exarch  of  the  Oecumenical  Patriarch 
(Introductory  word  by  Dr.  S.  Parkes  Cadman) 

RESEARCH  BY  THE  CHURCHES 

By  Dr.  Hans  Schonfeld 

Director  of  Research,  Universal  Christian  Council 

KEEPING  ANCIENT  FAITHS 

By  George  M.  Lamsa 

Author  of  "My  Neighbor  Jesus" 

EASTER  CONSIDERATIONS 

By  David  Ross  Fotheringham 

Vicar  of  Charing,  England 
(Introductory  note  by  Lord  Desborough) 

FROM  A  PARISH  PRIEST 

By  Dr.  Edward  S.  Schwegler 

Priest  of  the  Diocese  of  Buffalo 

CALENDARS  OF  ISRAEL 

By  Dr.  Julian  Morgenstern 

President  of  Hebrew  Union  College 
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